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Environment Matters — The G8 Summit

Aardvark brings you a special editionof EnvironmentMattersfocussing on the
environmentalissues debatedat therecentG8 summitat Gleneagles

News
Highlights of the PM’s statementtothecommonson 11th July 2005. Tony Blair described
climatechangeas “themostliong-termseriousthreattoourenvironment” Thediscussionsalso
includedtheleadersofChina,India, Brazil, SouthAmericaandMexico. He wentonthesetout
thefourmainpointsachievedbythesummit.“FirstweagreedthatClimateChangewasindeed
a problem,withhumanactivitycontributingtoit.Secondthatwehadtotackleitwithurgency.
Third, thatinordertodothat,wehavetoslowdown,stopandintimereversegreenhousegas
emissions.Gleneaglesadoptedanactionplantoexploitcleanertechnologies...andpromote
energyefficiency...andtofinanceinvestmentincleantechnologiesinemergingeconomies.
Fourth, weputinplacea newdialogueinvolvingthe G8andthe emergingeconomiessothat
whenKyotoexpiresafter2012,theworldcanactwithunity”.(G8Gleneagles2005 website)
The G8 Summitendedwithacallfrom
Tony Blairfora newdialogueonclimatechange,cleanenergyandsustainabledevelopment.
While environmentalistscriticisedthe lackofconcretetargetsonreducinggreenhousegas
(GHG) emissions, theirfearsof"backwardsteps"onthescienceofclimatechangewerenot
realised.(EnvironmentalFinance08/07/05)

The G8 Leaders appeartohavebowed
toUS pressureand offeredsimplymoretalkandnoactionwhenitcomestotacklingclimate
change.Theircommuniquéacknowledgedthatglobalwarmingisasignificantthreat, which
requiredurgentactiontotackleit,butofferedabsolutelynomeasurabletargetsortimetablesor
doingso. Campaignersnow havesettheirsightsontheUK's Presidencyofthe EU to deliver
meaningfuloutcomesonclimatechange.(Edie15/07/05)

It
admittedthathumanshadaroleinclimatechangeandpavedthewayforapossiblepost-Kyoto
framework.Althoughthesummitlanguagefailedtogonearlyasfarasenvironmentalistshad
beendemanding,UKsourcessaidthecommuniquéwasfarmorerobustthanlookedpossiblea
fortnightago,whentheWhiteHousewasrefusingtoadmitanylinkbetweenhumanactivityand
globalwarming.(Guardian8/07/05)

Quotes fromtheSummit
"We werenevergoingtobeabletoresolvedifferencesoverKyoto,ornegotiatetargetsbutifit's
impossibletobringAmericaintotheconsensusontacklingclimatechange, we'llneverensure
thatthehugeemergingeconomiesofChinaandindiaarepartofthedialogue."PrimeMinister
Blair tothepress attheendoftheconference
"We haven'tmadeanyprogress, butatleastwehaven'tgonebackwards, whichwaswhatwe
feared."JohnLanchbery headofclimatechangeattheRoyalSocietyfortheProtectionofBirds.
"This is a very disappointingfinale. The G8 have delivered nothingnew here and the text
conveysno sense ofthescale or urgencyofthechallenge. Bushappearsto haveeffectively
stalledall progress.The actionplan, withoutanytargetsortimetables,willdeliververylittieto
reduceemissions,ortorolloutrenewablesto thescalerequired." TonyJuniper, ViceChairof
FriendsoftheEarthinternational
“WeneverexpectedtogetagreementonkKyotoandthatwasnottheobjectiveofputtingclimate
changeontheagenda.”EnvironmentSecretaryMargaretBeckett
"We have toface downUS intransigenceandleadfromthefront.The UKPresidencyoftheEU
shouldlaythegroundforagreementTheEUmustdemonstratethatreducingcarbonemissions
doesnotharmeconomicgrowth."GuyThompson, DirectorofGreenAlliance
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So whatdid theycommitto?

G8 leaders will promote theinternational Energy Agency’s One Watt Initiativeas part of a
package to drive down carbon emissions in the home and will also work to improve the efficie
of buildings.

The G8 pledged to suppougcientific researctinto the impact of aviation on the environment
and have asked the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to proujritoattate
assessment of the impact of aviation on the climate.

G8 nations will look for ways to encourage co-ordination on research into long-term
technological options which could significantly reduce emissions

Onroad transportGs nations agreed to encourage the sales of more efficient cleaner vehicles;
to use labelling to raise consumer awareness of the environmental impact of their choice of
vehicle; and to collaborate on research into new technologies.

The G8 has called on the major multilateral development banks tavoltfatary energy saving
assessmentsfor major investments in all energy-intensive industrial sectors. This will address
one of the key barriers to progress in industrial energy efficiency - lack of information about h
much could be saved, and the need to mobilise financial institutions to invest more in this are
G8 leaders also agreed to work with the IEA to assesenergy efficiency in major industrial
sectorsand to develop partnerships to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions associated with
these sectors

Work to support industrial energy efficiency in developing countries will also continue througt
TT:Clear, a clearing house on technology transfer

G8 leaders agreed to support efforts to improve téfficiency of traditional coal-fired power
stations through a programme of work by the IEA to identify and promote the use of leading
edge technology and operating practice

G8 leaders have asked the IEA and the Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum (CSLF) to
develop options for putting in “carbon capture” technology in nhew power stations.

Steps will also be taken with industry and with interested developing countries research optio
forgeological storag®f carbon dioxide and explore the potential of technologies for capture
and storage

G8 leaders have agreed to launctGiobal Bio energy Partnershi support the development
of biomass and bio fuels markets.

Work will also be taken forward with the IEA to set umeatwork of Centres of Excellencéo
develop and share ways of overcoming the technical, requlatory and commercial barriers to
improving grid access for renewable sources.

The G8 will work through the Global Climate Observing Systetn develop fully operational
regional climate centres in Africa.

The G8 also committed their support to improwilirgate risk management multilateral and
bilateral development organisations, so that nhew investments take into account the possible
impact of future changes in the climate.

Leaders looked to thMillennium Review Summit New York in September to contribute to
helping developing countries build their resilience to climate change.
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