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Environment Matters - 21 April 2005

Welcome to the latest edition of Aardvark’s fortnightly news briefing.

ThelnstitutionofCivil
Engineers (ICE) and the Renewable Power Association(RPA) have issued a jointreport
showing the huge potential for greater generation of energy from waste. The report
concludesthatthereis the opportunityforcertaintypes ofwasteto produceupto 17% of
electricitygeneratedintheUK by 2020.(RPA 21/04/05)
The European
Commission has formally rejected the request from the UK to increase the number of
emissionsallowancesto be grantedto UK companiesin the country'snationalallocation
plan. The UK made the requestforextraallowanceslast Octoberdespitethe Commission
havinginitiallyapprovedafarlowerlevelinJuly. (EDIE 15/04/05)

A new
£284 millioninitiativetohelpbusinessesmanageresourcesmoreefficientlyand cutwaste
has been launchedby EnvironmentMinisterElliotMorley.TheBusiness Resource Efficiency
and Waste (BREW) programmerecycles revenue generatedthroughincreasesinLandfill
Tax tofunda range of free services and targetedsupportforbusinesses.(DEFRA 8/04/05)

Evidencehasbeensubmitted
to the publicinquiryofthe proposedWhinashwind farmin Cumbria,whichstartedon 19
April2005.The inquiryis expectedtobe pivotalforthe futureofwindfarmsin ruralareas,
weighingthevisualimpactoftheturbinesagainstthebenefitsoftacklingclimatechangeby
producingsignificantamounts of renewableenergy. (Friends of the Earth 13/04/05)and
(BBC Cumbria21/04/05)

To Watch OutFor

The firstpartof the HazardousWaste Regulationscame
intoforceon 16 April2005,withtherequirement, “wherehazardouswasteisproducedat,or
removedfrom,any premisesotherthanexemptpremises,thepremisesmustbe notifiedto
the EnvironmentAgency..."This means that any businesses producinghazardouswaste
have a legal duty toregisterwiththe EnvironmentAgencyany premiseswhere hazardous
waste is produced.(EnvironmentAgencyl16/04/05)

Latest News fromthe AardvarkTeam

Aardvark have recently completed an
instruction from a Housing Association to undertake ecology/habitat surveys of two
developmentsitesinSomersetforthe constructionofAffordableHousing.

Aardvark has recently completed an IPPC (Integrated
PollutionPreventionand Control)applicationwithintheDairySector.Thishas been received
by the EnvironmentAgencyand commendedatitsinitialreview.

And finally

A new report measuringthe
'ecologicalfootprint’,theimpactofaregiononnaturalresources,hasrevealedthattheSouth
West of Englandis soakingup nearly threetimesits share of availableresources.In other
words if everyonein the worldlivedlike an average residentof the South West we would
need threeplanetsinsteadofjustone. (The EnvironmentTimes18/04/05)
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