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Welcome to the latest edition of Aardvarks fortnightly news briefing.

Energy
efficiencyshouldbethe mainshorttermobjectivetomeetingemissionsreductiontargets,a
conferenceof delegatesat the Energy and EnvironmentMinisterialRoundtableinLondon
heard thisweek. (EDIE 18/03/05)

In orderto enable UK
businesscoveredbythe EU ETS to startparticipatingfully,theGovernmentintendstoissue
allowances as soon as possible. This will be on the basis of the provisionaltotal of 736
millionallowanceswhichtheEuropeanCommissionhasalreadyapproved.The Government
willalso be launchinglegalproceedingsagainsttheCommission.Thesewillseektorequire
the Commissiontoconsiderthesubstanceofthe proposedamendmentnotifiedtothemin
November last year, to increase the total number of allowancesto 756 million. (DEFRA
11/03/05)

EnvironmentMinisterElliotMorleyhas
urged local authorities in England to bid for DEFRA fundingto help find and clean up
contaminated land. Over £17 millionis available this year to help councils identify
contaminated sites and, where necessary, reduce risks to human health and the
environmentthroughcapitalprojects.(DEFRA22/03/05)

Shock waves
fromtheAsian earthquakethatledto the devastatingtsunamiaffectedaWiltshireborehole
6,500milesaway, the EnvironmentAgencyrevealedtoday.(EnvironmentAgency21/03/05)

To Watch OutFor

A historicnewrightforwalkerstoenjoy
thousands of acres of open land in the south west of England will be celebratedon 28
August,ruralaffairsministerAlunMichaelannouncedtoday.Theregion,whichhas some of
mostbreathtakingsceneryofficiallymappedasopenaccessland underthe Countrysideand
Rights of Way Act 2000.eryinthe country,isthe sixthto have mountain,moor,heath,down
and registeredcommonland officiallymappedasopenaccess land underthe Countryside
and Rights of Way Act 2000.(DEFRA 23/03/05)

Considerableuncertaintystill
surrounds the UK’s abilityto meet an EU limiton emissions of ammoniain 2010, the
EnvironmentDepartment(DEFRA) has admitted.Pressureis buildingfortighterlimitsin
future-andthe EuropeanCommissionistoyingwithbringingcattlefarmingunderintegrated
pollutionpreventionandcontrol(IPPC).(ENDS Report March 2005)

The energy Minister, Mike O'Brien, has
publishedtheGovernment'spreliminaryconsultationdocumentoutliningalimitednumberof
optionstoimprovetheeffectivenessofthe Renewables Obligation(RO). The RO ensures all
electricity suppliers produce a specified and increasing amount of their energy from
renewablesources.(DTI122/03/05)

And finally
A photoof MountKilimanjarostripped
of its snow-capforthefirsttimein 11,000yearswillbe used as dramatictestimonyforaction
againstglobalwarmingas ministersfromtheworld'sbiggestpollutersmeettoday.(Reuters
15/03/05)
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