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Welcome to Aardvark’sfortnightlyenvironmentalnewsbriefing,

The Governmenthas
claimedthatWorldTrade Organisation(WTO) rules preventitfrombanningthecontroversial
use of biofuels.The DepartmentforTransportwillstartaconsultationonnewrules being
introducednextyearrequiringpetrolstationstosellpetrolanddieselthathave been blended
withoilfromcropssuchas corn,sugaror palm. (The Independent04/02/07)

It is now beyond doubtthatEarth's climateis
warmingand"very likely"thatmostoftheincreasesince the mid-20thcenturyistheresultof
mankind'sactivities,apanel of UN scientistssaid yesterday.The IntergovernmentalPanel
on Climate Change said that evidencewas now "unequivocal"fromdirectobservationsof
globalaverage airand sea temperatures,thewidespread meltingofsnowandiceandrising
sea levels. The scientistssaidthereis a more than 90 per cent probabilitythattherisein
temperaturesisman-made.(TheTelegraph04/02/07)

Retailers have been told
thateverytonneofrecycledPET plasticusedin packagingtheirproductswilleffectivelysave
the equivalentofl.5tonnesof carbondioxideemissions.Oneofthe majorbarrierstowards
using more recycled PET in UK food packaginghas been the availability of food-grade
recovered PET. Currentdemandis at about 60,000tonnesa year, but supplyis only at
12,000tonnes(letsrecycle.com6/02/07)

Richard Branson has announcedhe will give
$25 milliontothepersonwho comes upwiththebestideatoremovesignificantamountsof
carbon from the atmosphere. The Virgin boss stressed the urgency of tackling climate
change and pointedoutthatnecessitywas the motherofinvention. He said the prizewas
the largestever offeredand comparedit to the competitiontocomeupwitha methodto
accurately measure longitudein the 18th Century. The winning solution must have the
potentialto remove at least one billiontonnesof carbon per year fromthe atmosphere.
(EDIE 09/02/07)

Plansfora radicalshake-upofEuropeanUnion
energy marketslookset to be watered down afterseveral states declinedon Thursdayto
back a break-upofgiantutilitiesormaketargetsforrenewablefuelsmandatory.In theirfirst
discussionof proposalsonclimatechangeand the bloc'sinternalmarketinelectricityand
gas, EU energy ministersagreedtorequirebiofuelsmakeup 10 percentof the petroland
dieselusedinvehiclesby 2020.(PlanetArk 16/02/07)

Latest News fromthe AardvarkTeam
Aardvarkis seeinga significantincrease
in business enquiriesregardingopportunitiesfortheintegrationofrenewableenergyinto
commercial property schemes. Developers, driven by occupier demand and planning
requirementsarelookingto providea ‘greenedge’to the theirschemes as occupiersare
raisingtheirenvironmentaltargetsandseekingtofutureproofagainstrisingenergypricesby
generatingenergyon-sitetomeettheirowndemandrequirements.
For the latestAardvarknews logontowww.aardvarkem.co.uk.
And finally
The British and
Kenyan governmentsweighedintothegrowingdebateover"foodmiles"yesterday,insisting
it was ethicallyand environmentallysoundtobuyflowersfromKenyaon Valentine'sDay.
People in Britainwillbuy 10,000tonnesofroses today.Recent research shows thatflowers
flownfromAfricacan use less energyoverallthanthose producedinEurope. This is about
social justiceand makingiteasier, not harder, for African peopleto make a decentliving.
(IEMA 14/02/07)
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