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Welcome to Aardvark’sfortnightlyenvironmentalnewsbriefing,

The UK remains on course to achieve its emissionstargets
underthe Kyoto Protocol,accordingtofiguresreleasedthisweek by DEFRA. The figures
exceed the Kyototargetofa 12.5% reductionbythe end of the decade. Despitethe Kyoto-
based success,the Government’sdomestic2010aimofcuttingcarbonspecificemissionsby
20% on 1990levelsappearsmoredifficultthanexpected,withpredictionsfallingshortofthe
target-an outcomeacknowledgedbythe EnvironmentSecretary.(The Green Consumer
Guide 01/02/07)

While looters may have stolen the
headlinesalongwiththe cargoofthe strickenMSC Napoli,the environmentalimpactsofthe
shipwreckcouldbe feltwell afterthe mainstreammedialosesinterest.The [Environment]
Agency has warned thatthe threatis not over and thereis stilla risk of furtheroil being
spilledor chemicalsleakingfromcargocontainers.(EDIE 29/01/07)

Halfofthe world'senergyneedsin 2050couldbe met
by renewablesand improvedefficiency,astudyhas said. It said alternativeenergysources,
such as windand solar,couldprovidenearly70% of the world'selectricityand65% of global
heat demand.Followinga "business as usual" scenariowould see demand for energy
doubleby 2050.(BBC News 25/01/07)

Plans to make the London2012Olympicsthe‘greenest
Games ever’ have been slammedby environmentalcampaigngroup Greenpeace.“Given
thatthe Governmentis expectingallnew homes to be zero carbonemittingby 2016, the
ODA'’s woollyfigureofa 50% reductionis pitiful”,said Greenpeace.(The Green Consumer
Guide 26/01/07)

Thirtyfourprojectspromotingsustainabledevelopmentacross
England are to receive morethan £2 millionoffundingfromDEFRA's Environmental Action
Fund (EAF). (DEFRA 24/01/07)

A new EnvironmentAgency
reportprovidespracticaladviceonmakingsurethatnew developmentcontributestolong-
termenvironmentalquality,whiletakeaccountoftheincreasingimpactsofclimatechange.lt
includespointersforbuildingsustainable,cost-effectivehomes,withexamplesofsiteswhere
relevantgoodpracticehas alreadybeen applied.(IEMA 28/01/07)

Latest News fromthe AardvarkTeam

Followingthe success of the mobilereedbedproject,theExmoorNationalPark Authority’s
SustainableDevelopmentFundhave agreedto supportanotherAardvarkledenvironmental
project. Workingwiththe NationalTrustas well as the NationalPark, the 3-yearprojectwill
set upa brackenharvesting/compostingschemeandestablishamarketforthevaluableend
productusingExmoor’suniquebrandidentity.

Aardvarkislookingtoexpandtheteamin 2007. For furtherinformationoncurrentvacancies
and forthe latestAardvarknewslogontowww.aardvarkem.co.uk.

And finally
Hollywood actors such as
Orlando Bloom and bands such as Coldplay and Scissor Sisters are helpingto frontan
audacious planto step up the fightagainstglobalwarmingbykick-startingthemarketfor
carbontrading.(GuardianUnlimited29/01/07)
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