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Welcome to the latest edition of Aardvarks fortnightly news briefing.

Tony Blair takes over as
chairmanofthe G8 groupofindustrialisedcountriesthisyearandmakesthekeynotespeech
thatWorld EconomicForumorganiserssaidwouldhighlightenvironmentalissues.

The accepted theorywas that the peak was risingby a few
centimetresa year because of the movementofthe earth's crust, but now the Chinese
Bureau of Surveyingand Mappingbelievesthe meltingglaciershavereversedthatprocess
and knocked1.2mofftheheightofthe summit.(TheAustralian27/01/05)

The Governmentpublished newfiguresfor
recycling this week, claimingthat Englandis recyclingmore householdwaste than ever
beforeandis poisedto meetits nationalrecyclingandcompostingtargetof17%for2003/04
(EDIE 21/01/05)

The

Environment Agency now has a comprehensive Online Flood Preparation Guide for

Businesses to help smallto medium-sizedbusinesses(SMEs)in the southwestpreparefor
the seriousthreatofflooding.(EnvironmentAgency24/01/05)

A

Somerset organic recyclingcompany that makes compost out of organicwaste for the

horticultureand agriculturalindustries,hasbeenorderedtopay £5,200infinesand costs

afterbreachingitslicenceand producinganoffensivesmell.(EnvironmentAgency18/01/05)

To Watch OutFor

Inappropriateuseof publicrightsofway by mechanicallypropelledvehicleswillbe
curtailedvialegislation,RuralAffairsMinisterAlunMichaelconfirmed(DEFRA20/01/05)
From]July thisyearterminologywillchange,sothemeaning
of ‘HazardousWaste’ willbe extendedtoinclude‘SpecialWaste’. This could mean that, for
the firsttime,yourbusiness’swastewill be classed as ‘Hazardous’.This meansthatthere
will be a considerablereductioninthe capacityavailableto landfillwaste fromabout240
sites to fewerthan 15, and correspondinglythecostofdisposalis likelytorise. (Netregsjan
2005)

Latest News fromthe AardvarkTeam

Aardvark has recently completed a
comprehensiveecologicalsurveyofa privatewoodlandonthe BlackdownHills,Somerset.
The survey examinedthe ecologyof the woodlands basedon an initialfield studyand an
assessmentofthe surroundingbiodiversitydata

And finally

Nearly one fifth of
drinkingwaterprovided on-boardaircraftis contaminatedwith bacteriasuch as EColi, a
shockingset of randomtestsconductedbythe US EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(EPA)
has revealed.(EDIE 21/01/05)
Cross-dressingcuttlefishis Casanovaof the reef Scientists call it "facultativefemale
mimicry"buttoeveryoneelseitis knownas cross-dressingandtheleadingexponentofthe
artwas revealedyesterdayas the humblecuttlefish(Independent20/01/05)
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