aardvark

environment matters

Welcome to the Christmaseditionandthelastin 20050f Aardvark’sfortnightlynewsbriefing

Dreamno more, The WoodlandTrust,whichoversees the
nationalphenologyprojectandthepopularSpringwatchandAutumnwatchinitiatives,believes
parts of Britaincouldbe poisedfortheirfirst"greenChristmas",withsomeparticularlyverdant
species havingforegonetheirtraditionalautumnalshowofreds,browns,russetsandyellows.
The reason can be traced to the balmydays of Octoberwhen temperatureswere2.5Cabove
normal.Thatwas followedbyan exceptionallybrightNovemberwithsunshinelevels50 per
centabove the 30-yearaverage.(Thelndependent15/12/05)

Areporttitled"TheHiddenCostofChristmas"
calculated the environmental impact of spending on books, clothes, alcohol, electrical
appliances and chocolates during the festive season. Water that would approximatelyfill
42,0000lympic-sizedswimmingpoolswasusedinthe productionof Christmasdrinkslast
December--mostwas used to growbarleyforbeerand grapes forwine. The reportsaid that
giftslike DVD players and coffee makers generated 780,000tonsof greenhouse pollution,
even before they were unwrappedand used. A thirdwas due to fuel consumptionduring
production.(Reuters15/12/05)

WhenstockingupwithwinefortheChristmasandNew
Year festivitiesWWF is urgingeveryoneto ensure they buy bottleswithcorkstoppers. Cork
comes fromthe bark of cork oak trees in the Mediterraneanand corkextractionisone of the
most environmentallyfriendly harvesting processesintheworld. Corkis alsoan important
source ofincomeformany peopleinthe Mediterranean.(WWF 19/12/05)

The WoodlandTrusthas announcedthatpeoplewillbe
able to recycle theirChristmascardsat all WH Smith high streetstoresand all majorTesco
stores across the UK, followingChristmas2005.Theschemeis beinglaunchedon the 2nd
January 2006,althoughbinswillbe presentthroughoutjanuary.Lastyear's campaignensured
the recyclingof 58 millionChristmascards (theequivalent1150tonnes!),andthe Trustare
aimingto beatthe 60 millionmarkthistime.(Waste Online20/12/05)

Latest News fromthe AardvarkTeam

The Aardvarkteam have justsubmittedaneco-opportunitiesreportforanewruralbusiness
centre in Hertfordshire. The 20,000sq ft scheme, locatedon a 1,800-acre private estate
hopes to meet the waste, energy and water demandsfromoccupiersfromtheEstate’s own
resources withoutcomprisingthefinishedbuildingspecificationortheprospectivetenant’s
occupationoftheunits.

For all the latestAardvarknews please visitwww.aardvarkem.co.uk.

And Finally

A fewmonthsagoa great white shark
named Nicole completedthe firstknownoceancrossingby a lone shark over a distance of
more than 12,500 milesfromSouth Africato Australiaand back in nine months,thefastest
knownreturnjourney.Nowanotherepicmigration,thistimeofa200lbBluefinTuna(Thunnus
orientalis) nicknamed Terry, has been followed by marine scientists tagging fish to reveal
marine highwaysandto helpto preserveendangeredstocks.ThetagbroadcastTerry'strans-
Pacific wanderings-threecrossingsin20 months,adistanceof25,000miles.Whythe fishdid
thisis a mystery.(Telegraph15/12/05)
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