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Welcome to the latesteditionof Aardvark’sfortnightlynewsbriefing

TonyBlairis believedto be convincedoverthe need for
nuclear powerto tacklethe UK energy crisis.The governmentisto announcea review of
energy policy,includingnuclearpower,afterbeingurgedbybusinessleadersto tackle the
UK energy crisis.Concerns have been growingover future powersuppliesandrisinggas
costs.(BBC News 21/11/05)

The global market for renewable
energytechnologyisexpectedtosoar by 70% over the nextthreeyears, accordingtoa new
report.Fuel costs, pressurestoreducegreenhousegas emissionsandconcernsoverenergy
securityare all drivingthemarket.Inaddition,therehavebeen significantimprovementsin
efficiencyforthe mainrenewabletechnologiesatthesame timeas oil and gas prices have
been risingsharply.Windenergyis the leadingtechnology,followedbysolarand biomass.
(World Business CouncilforSustainableDevelopment17/11/05)

Water vapour rather than carbon dioxide in the
atmosphereisthe mainreasonwhy Europe's climateis warming,accordingtoa new study.
The scientistssay that risingtemperatures caused by greenhousegases are increasing
humidity,whichinturnamplifiesthetemperaturerise.Thisispotentiallyapositivefeedback
mechanism,which could increase the impactof greenhousegases such as CO2. (IEMA
16/11/05)

Theteamof architectsbehindthe
Eden Project in Cornwallis planningto turna Lancashire rubbishdump into a tropical
rainforestwhichwouldheatitselfwithdecomposinggardenandkitchenwaste. The £150m
proposalincludesone of England's highestwaterfalls,walkwaysthroughthetreetopsand
possiblyEurope's biggestcompostheap,capableof usingmostofthe greenwaste of a city
the size of Manchester.(The Guardian21/11/05)

Lower emissionsof sulphurand nitrogendioxideare
helping UK waters recover from acid rain but more needs to be done to sustainthe
improvement,accordingtoanEnvironmentDepartmentreportthisweek.Thereportshows
that the amountof acidic sulphurin UK waters has generallyhalved in the last 15 years.
(ENDS Report17/11/05)

Latest News fromthe AardvarkTeam

The Aardvarkteamhave recentlycompletedasoilmanagementprogrammeforTesco’snew
4,384m_storein Tiverton.The 1.4hasite,whichhas been developedon an old gas works
and industrialarea,requiredextensiveengineeringtoremediatecontaminationandsitelevel
issues. Aardvark provided strategic advice in contamination assessment and waste
characterisationtothedevelopmentteam,anddevelopedre-useandoff-sitestrategiesto
providea sustainableand costeffectivesolution.

For the latestAardvarknews pleasevisitwww.aardvarkem.co.uk.

And finally

Thedrivefor"greenenergy"in the developedworld
is havingthe perverse effectof encouragingthedestructionoftropicalrainforests.Virgin
forestis being razed to grow palm oil and soybeans to fuel cars and power stationsin
Europe and North America.Surgingprices are likelyto accelerate the destruction. This s
beingdrivenin partby European Unionlaws requiringconventionalfuelstobeblendedwith
biofuels,andby subsidiesequivalentto20pencea litre.(New Scientist22/11/05)
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