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Welcome to the latesteditionof Aardvark’sfortnightlynewsbriefing

The industrialisedanddeveloping
nationsthatemitthe mostgreenhousegaseshave pledgedtoworktogethertodevelopand
deploy'clean technologies'totackleclimatechange. Meetingthisweek in London,energy
and environmentministersfromthe 'G20'group of nations also agreed to work with the
World Bank to create incentivesforlarge-scaleprivateinvestmentinsuchtechnologies. By
focusingon technological solutions rather than setting measurable targets for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, however, the ministers have dismayed campaigning
organizations.(ScienceandDevelopmentNetwork03/11/05)

Volumesin the European Union's new carbon
dioxide emission trading scheme have soared with over 200 million tonnes of credits
expectedtochangehandsthisyear. Tradeis expectedtoincreasefurthernextyearas more
companies,especiallyin southernand Eastern Europe, enter the market. The pioneering
days are over. In the firstthreequartersof2005alone, estimatedtradingvolumesreached
177 milliontonnes,oreleventimesglobalvolumesinall of 2004.(Reuters28/10/05)

The UK governmenthas unveileda £30mfunding
package aimedat promotingrenewableelectricitysourcesandreducingcarbonemissions.
The fund,called Low CarbonBuildings,is intendedtoincrease uptakeoftechnologiessuch
as solarcells, biomass,and small-scalewindturbines.Industryhasgivenamixedreaction,
withdisappointmentthatthesumsarelessthanin previousyears.(BBC News 02/11/05)

West Somerset DistrictCouncilhas been
criticisedforrejectinganapplicationfora new wind farm.The proposedWest Hinkleywind
farmwould have generatedenergyfor 16,000households,saving6,000tonnesofcarbon
dioxideemissionsandmeetingmorethanhalfof Somerset’sregionalwindenergytargetfor
2010.Theapplicationwasrejectedonsafetygroundsrelatingtothewindfarms’proximityto
the Hinkleynuclearpowerstationand concernsover the potentialeffectofturbinesonthe
local bat population.(GreenConsumerGuide01/11/05)

The silverlining,as oil gets more expensiveis thatotherenergy
sources and technologiesthatuseless oilwillbecome more competitive,andthat’sexactly
what’s happening. At the 2005 Tokyo Motor Show carmakers practically ran over one
another promotingtheirversions of hybrid cars in attempts to catch up with Honda and
Toyota,thetechnology'spioneers.(WBCSD 31/10/05)

Latest News fromthe AardvarkTeam
Aardvarkhave been appointedbyUNITE Groupto reviewthe environmentalperformanceof
theirlateststudentaccommodationdevelopmentataUK universityas partof a strategyto
meet the growing demands of not only legislation but the increasing environmental
awareness of theirtargetmarket.
For the latestAardvarknews pleasevisitwww.aardvarkem.co.uk.

And finally

Electro-carpublictransportandaschemeto track the
proper disposal of waste are two of the smartestideas for using satellite-navigation
technology.Theapplicationshavejusttriumphedinaninternationalcompetitionseeking
novel ways to employGalileo,Europe's soon-to-launchsat-navsystem.Themulti-billion-
euro space venturewilltransformthequalityoflocationandtimingdataavailableonEarth
and entrepreneursare being urgedto develop innovative ways to exploitit. (BBC News
02/11/05)
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