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Welcome to the latest edition of Aardvark’s fortnightly news briefing.

The US and five Asia-Pacificstateshave announceda
surprise pact to cut greenhousegases which falls outside the Kyoto Protocolon climate
change. China, India,South Korea, Japan and Australiaandthe US accountfornearlyhalf
of worldgreenhousegas emissions.The US-ledinitiativewouldtackleglobalwarmingwith
new technology supplied to countries most in need. Critics say the new compact
undermines Kyoto and is likely to be ineffective becauseit is non-binding. (BBC News
28/07/05)

A millionhectares of countrysidecould be used for
sources of biomass, helpingtocreate a cleaner, greenerBritainand avoid 20mtonnes of
carbon dioxideemissionsa year, says a governmentreportto be publishedin October.
Biomass,whichcan includestraw,woodchips,willowcoppice,mildewedgrain,chickenlitter
and sewage sludge,couldprovidea "significant"amountofthenation'senergyneeds.But
the problemis thatthe governmenthasyet to alter developmentrulestogive a clear lead,
and potentialdeveloperslacka one-stopshopforadviceand financialhelp.(The Guardian
8/08/05)

Thirteentopgroceryretailers
have showntheircommitmenttowasteminimisationinanewinitiativetoreducetheamount
of packagingand foodwaste thrownaway by the British public. Asda, Boots, Budgens, the
Co-operativeGroup,Londis,lceland,KwikSave, Marks & Spencer, Morrison's,Sainsbury's,
Somerfield, Tesco and Waitrose have all joinedforceswithWRAP (the Waste & Resources
ActionProgramme)by pledgingtheircommitmentatexecutiveleveltosupportingWRAPIn
achievingitsobjectives.(DEFRA 26/07/05)

Plans fora new £140mhydro-electricpowerstationin
the Highlandsableto generateenoughenergyfor37,000homeshave been giventhe go-
ahead. EnterpriseMinisterNicolStephensaid the Glendoe scheme, near Fort Augustusin
Invernesshirewouldyield economicand environmentalbenefits. It saiditwas the biggest
schemein Scotlandfor40years. (BBC Scotland28/07/05)

Organic farms are better for wildlife than those run
conventionally,according to a study covering 180 farms from Cornwallto Cumbria. The
organicfarmswere foundto contain85% more plantspecies, 33% more bats, 17% more
spidersand 5% more birds.(BBC News 03/08/05)

Latest News fromthe AardvarkTeam

Aardvark continuestoworkon a numberofsoilanalysis projectsfordevelopers,thelatest
beingforFalcon Rural Housing,whorequestedas partoftheirinternalQA,an investigation
into previous uses of two developmentsitesinSomerset. The Aardvarkteam reportedno
contaminationissuesoneithersite,despiteone havinga previoushistoryassociatedwith
heavy goodstransportandsituatedalongsidetheWestSomersetRailway line.

For the latestnews please visitwww.aardvarkem.co.uk

And finally

Theendangeredgraynursesharkis its own
worstenemy--itsyoungeateach otherinthewomb--soAustralianscientistshavearadical
rescue plan to artificiallyinseminateand breedthe ocean predatorintest-tubes.Thegray
nurse is one of the fiercest-lookingbutmostdocilemarinecreatures,anddespiteitbeing
declared endangeredin 1984 and its habitat protected, it could become extinctalong
Australia'seast coastwithin20years, scientistssay. (Reuters 5/08/05)
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