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Welcome to the latest edition of Aardvark’s fortnightly news briefing.

Britishindustrylastyearcutthe amount
of CO2 releasedintotheenvironmentbyl4.4milliontonnes-morethandoublethetargetset
by the government.Majormanufacturerswhoarebigusersof energy reducedtheir2004
emissionsof CO2 by 8.9milliontonnes.Firmsareofferedan 80 per cent discountontheir
climatechangelevy ifthey meetthetargets.(DowningStreetPress Release 21/07/05)

TheEnvironmentMinisterstressedthatbusiness
could no longerafford not to reporton the environment. This cameas he publishedfor
consultation;anew generationofguidelines,tohelpUK business manageand reportonits
impactontheenvironment.(IEMA13/07/05)

ExxonMobilhasdismissedsolarand
windenergyas "inconsequential"andurgespoliticianstoconcentrateonsourcesthatwould
continueto provide 99% of futureenergy needs. Lee Raymond, the chairmanand chief
executive, also argues that areas such as the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska
shouldbe openedtoexploratorydrilling.(TheGuardian07/07/05)

Productionoffuels such as biodieseland
ethanol from plants uses more energy than it generates,a new study has claimed. A
professorofecologyandagricultureatCornellUniversityclaimsthereis no energybenefitto
usingplantbiomassforliquidfuel. "The US desperatelyneeds a liquidfuelreplacementfor
oil in the near futurebutproducingbiodieselfromplantbiomassis goingdownthewrong
road, because you use more energy to produce these fuels than you get out from the
combustionoftheseproducts,"hesaid. (EDIE 15/07/05)
Aglimpseintohowtheworldmightlookinthe
year 2040 by consultants,ADAS contains 35 predictionscoveringtheperiod2005-2040.
Predictions include, “All biodegradable waste will be banned from landfill and waste
incineration will increase”, “Green tax introduced to fund climate change mitigation
packages” and “Energy crops will accountfor 20 per cent of agriculturalland areaand
challengefoodcropsforspace”.(ADAS 18/07/05)

The CPRE has publisheda list
of those councils'wasting'the countrysidebyfailingtomakeuse of brownfieldlandorwho
are buildingat such low densitiesas to encourage urban sprawl. The name and shame
campaign comes only days after the Government published new housing and planning
proposalswhichcampaignersfearcouldencouragemoredevelopmentongreenbeltland.
(EDIE 21/07/05)

Latest News fromthe AardvarkTeam

This years compostingcampaign at all three
London'sairportsiswellunderway,Aardvarkas BAA business partnersinthe composting
operationswillprocessgrassand greenwastes cutfromtheairfieldsas partofthe ongoing
managementand anti-bird strike measures at Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted. For the
latestnews please visitwww.aardvarkem.co.uk

And finally

In the week that BMW and Toyota both announced new
biofuel models, Swiss researchers have developedthe world's mosteconomical car that
could circle the globe on only eight litres of fuel. The Pac-Car uses hydrogen fuel cell
technology. The car could be ready for mass productionin the next couple of years.
(Ananova 10/07/05)
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