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Environment Matters - 20 June 2005

Welcome to the latest edition of Aardvark’s fortnightly news briefing.

The world'slargestwindfarmis
being plannedforthe Thames Estuary and could provideenergyfora quarterof greater
London homes. Planningapplications have been submitted this week forthe projectthat
would see up to 270turbinesbeingbuilt20km offshorefromthecoasts of Kentand Essex.
(EDIE 10-06-05)

The South West has the overallbestenvironmentalqualityof
all EnglishregionsaccordingtothelatestreportfromtheEnvironmentAgency.Howeverthe
report also reveals growing concerns over flooding, soil run-off caused by poor land
managementandthe growingwasteproblem.(EnvironmentAgency09-06-05)

A pioneeringtidal energyprojectoffthe coastof Devon is to be
expandedwiththe creationofa £20 milliontide turbinefarm.The Seaflow is capable of
generating 300 kilowatts of electricity - enough to power 200 homes. (Western Morning
News 01-06-05)

Biofuels from UK cereals and oilseeds could help
significantly cut total greenhouse gas emissions and energy inputs. The Home Grown
Cereals Authority’sreportfoundthatusingbioethonalfromwheatcouldcutenergyinputsby
61% and greenhousegas emissions by 65% for each megajoule of energy created.
(Farmers Weekly 13-06-05)

To Watch OutFor

. Article3(2) of the 1999
regulationsprovidesthataplanningauthorityshouldnotgrantplanningpermission“unless
they have firsttakentheenvironmentalinformationintoaccount”. Alsowhereinformationhas
to be providedto “the publicconcerned”,non-governmentalorganisationsthatpromote
environmental protectionwillnowbe included. Thesechangesare intendedtocome into
effecton 25June 2005.(Estates Gazette May 2005)

Latest News fromthe AardvarkTeam

Aardvark is presently undertaking research into the various formulas used in the
environmentalmarketplaceforthe calculationof carbonemissions from commercialand
domesticactivities. The reportwillconsiderproblemsassociatedwithestablishingreliable
figuresforsequestrationrates. This was highlightedrecentlyinNewZealand where their
Kyoto target will be missed by 36.2 millions carbon dioxide equivalents through
miscalculation.Forthelatestnews please visitwww.aardvarkem.co.uk

And finally

A revolutionary new British invention that uses the
surfaces of majorroads and motorways to collectand store energy begins a Highways
Agency trialon the M1. The new technologycalledinter-seasonalHeatTransfer(IHT )is a
low-cost, low-maintenance process that uses roads to collect and store solar energy.
(TransportNews Network09-06-05)

Unprecedentedmortalityhasoccurredamongstthis
year's Albatrosses. The transmitters have been checked leaving only one plausible
explanation;thebirdsaredyinginunprecedentednumbers.Theonlycausethatimmediately
suggestsitselfis very poorfishing.In 2005,MotherNaturehas been the harshestofjudges
- underlining, if everone needed to, the absoluteurgencyin curtailingthe catastrophic
additionaleffectsoflonglining.(BigBird Race 2005)
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